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CATALOGUE 


OF 


A CHOICE SELECTION OF THE ORIGINAL 


Productions of Celillram lake 


THE PROPERTY OF THE 


Rr. Hon. Toe EARL OF CREWE, 


COMPRISING 


THE SONGS OF INNOCENCE AND EXPERIENCE ; 
THE BOOK OF THEL: AMERICA ; 

VISIONS OF THE DAUGHTERS OF ALBION ; 

THE BOOK OF URIZEN ; THE BOOK OF AHANIA ; 
THE GHOST OF ABEL; THE SONG OF LOS ; 
THE MARRIAGE OF HEAVEN AND HELL; 

YOUNG'S NIGHT THOUGHTS, SPECIALLY COLOURED COPY ; 
JERUSALEM, THE EMANATION OF THE GIANT ALBION ; 


Ghe Original Dratuings and India Proof 
Gugrabings for 
PRE “BOOK: .OF: J OB; 


AND 


Che Original Drawings 
FOR MILTON’S L’ ALLEGRO AND IL PENSEROSO. 


WHICH WILL BE SOLD BY AUCTION, 


BY MESSRS. 


SOTHEBY, WILKINSON & HODGH, 


Auctioneers of Lilerarpy Property & Worksillustratibe of the Sine Arts, 
AT THEIR HOUSE, No. 13, WELLINGTON STREET, STRAND, W.C. 
On MONDAY, the 30th day of MARCH, 1903, 


AT ONE O’CLOCK PRECISELY. 


MAY BE VIEWED TWO DAYS PRIOR. CATALOGUES MAY BE HAD. 





DRYDEN PRESS ? J. DAVY & SONS, 137, LONG ACRE, LONDON, W.C, 


CONDITIONS OF SALE. 





I, The highest bidder to be the buyer ; and if any dispute arise between 
bidders, the lot so disputed shall be immediately put up again, 
provided the Auctioneer cannot decide the said dispute. 


II. No person to advance less than 1s,; above five pounds, 2s. 6d. ; and 
so on in proportion. 


III. In the case of lots upon which there is a reserve, the Auctioneer shal] 
have the right to bid on behalf of the seller. 


1V. The purchasers to give in their names and places of abode, and to pay 
down 10s. in the pound, if required, in part payment of the purchase 
money; in default of which the lot or lots purchased to be immediately 
put up again and re-sold. 


V. The lots to be taken away, at the buyer’s expense, immediately after 
the conclusion of the sale; in default of which Messrs. SoTHEBY, 
WILKINSON & Hopes will not hold themselves responsible if lost, 
stolen, damaged, or otherwise destroyed, but they will be left at the 
sole risk of the purchaser. If, at the expiration of ONE WEEK after 
the conclusion of the sale, the books or other property are not cleared 
or paid for, they will then be catalogued for immediate sale, and the 
expense, the same as if re-sold, will be added to the amount at which 
the books were bought. Messrs. SorHeBy, WILKINSON & Hopes will 
have the option of reselling the lots uncleared either by public or 
private sale without any notice being given to the defaulter. 


VI. Every lot will be sold not subject to return. 


VII. To prevent inaccuracy in the delivery, and inconvenience in the 
settlement of the purchases, no lot can on any account be removed 
during the time of sale. 


VIII. Upon failure of complying with the above conditions, the money 
required and deposited in part of payment shall be forfeited ; and ¢ 
any loss 1s sustained in the reselling of such lots as are not cleared or paid 


for all charges on such re-sale shall be made good by the defaulters at this 
sale. 





Gentlemen who cannot attend the Sale may have their Commissions faithfully 
executed by their humble Servants, 


SOTHEBY, WILKINSON & HODGE, 
13, Wellington Street, Strand, London, 








CATALOGUE 


OF A 


Choice Selection of the Original Productions 


F 


WILLIAM BLAKE, 


THE PROPERTY OF THE 


RT. HONBLE. THE EARL OF CREWE, 


N.B.—The whole Collection has been carefully collated from the 
authentic sources, and each work is apparently perfect ; but as 
there may be found slight differences from other copies, every lot 
will be sold not subject to return. 








Lot 1. 


LAKE (WILLIAM) “SONGS OF INNOCENCE AND EXPERIENCE 
| SHOWING THE Two ConTRARY STATES OF THE HUMAN 
SouL”; [Second title] ““SoNGS OF INNOCENCE 1783, the 
Author and Printer W. Blake”; [Third title] “Sones oF 
EXPERIENCE, the Author and Printer W. Blake”; in all 54 
plates, BEAUTIFULLY COLOURED, 12mo form, within outer frames 
of wash colours, on 4to paper, half calf 4to 
* * EXTREMELY RAREIN THIS FINESTATE. The late Mr. Quaritch 
priced the Beckford copy at £170, and we believe no similar 


copy has been sold by auction since. The most sane and 
beautiful of all Blake’s works. 


2 BLAKE (WILLIAM) “THE Book oF THEL, the Author and Printer 
Will”. Blake 1789,” wnbound Ato 


*,* ‘THE EXTREMELY RARE ORIGINAL ISSUE, comprising 8 engraved 
plates of text with coloured designs. The first leaf consists 
of “ Thel’s Motto,” and 4 lines of poetry, which is followed 
by the fully coloured title ‘‘ The Book of Thel,” and 6 plates. 
“The designs are of the utmost sweetness, simple, impressive, 
grand, the colour slight but pure and tender.” — Gilchrist. 


2 SIZES MIXED 


BLAke (WILLIAM) “ AMERICA A PropHecy ; Lambeth, printed by 
William Blake in the year 1793,” wnbound Ato 

*,* THE EXTREMELY RARE ORIGINAL COLOURED ISSUE, AND A 
VERY BEAUTIFUL COPY, comprising title, plates numbered 1-16 
and a frontispiece being an allegorical figure, without text. 
Copies in colours are the rarest—ordinary ones being in plain 
black, and occasionally in blue and white. ‘The designs 
display unquestionable power and beauty. .. Mr. Monckton 
Milnes’ superb copy.” — Gilchrist. 

BLAKE (WILLIAM) ‘VISIONS OF THE DAUGHTERS OF ALBION. The 
Eye sees more than the Heart knows, printed by Willm. Blake 
1793,” unbound 4to 

*,* THE EXTREMELY RARE ORIGINAL EDITION, consisting of 6 
leaves, printed in colours on both sides of the page, the 


frontispiece being without text. ‘The designs to the Visions 
are magnificent in energy and portentousness.”— (Gilchrist). 


BLAKE (WILLIAM) “ HUROPE A PROPHECY. Lambeth, printed by 
Will. Blake 1794,” unbound Ato 


*,* THE EXTREMELY RARE ORIGINAL ISSUE, comprising 17 plates 
in RICH COLOURS, several full-page without text. 


BLAKE (WILLIAM) “THe Book oF Urizen ; Lambeth, printed by 
Will. Blake 1794,” unbound Ato 
*,* THE EXTREMELY RARE ORIGINAL ISSUE, comprising 27 num- 


bered plates of the most remarkable character, very richly 
coloured and heightened in gold leaf. 


BLAKE (WILLIAM) “THE Book oF AHANIA, Lambeth, printed by 
W. Blake 1795,” 5 engraved plates, with a coloured vignette on 
the first and last pages, unbound, ORIGINAL ISSUE, EXTREMELY 
RARE 3 4to 


BLAKE (WILLIAM) “‘ THE GHosT oF ABEL; A Revelation in the 
Visions of Jehovah seen by William Blake,” frontispiece in 
black and white without teat, and 3 engraved leaves of teat and 
small designs, on one side of the page only, unbound 4to. 1822 


*,* EXTREMELY RARE. Gilchrist mentions nothing of the frontis- 
piece which represents Satan sweeping, an Angel following 
him, and it may not have been issued with the Abel. The 
second plate has the following imprint: “1822 W. Blake's 
original stereotype was 1788.” 


BLAKE (WILLIAM) “THE Sone or Los, Lambeth, printed by 
W. Blake 1795,” unbound 4to 


*,* 'THE EXTREMELY RARE ORIGINAL EDITION, consisting of 8 
leaves in colours, on one side only ; 4 of which are full-page 
figures without text. ‘The colour is laid on with an impasto 
which gives an opaque and heavy look to some of them, and 
the medium being oil the surface and tints have suffered.” — 
(Gilchrist). 


SIZES MIXED 3 


10 


al 


13 


14 


15 


BLAKE (WILLIAM) ‘THE ARGUMENT.” Frontispiece in colours, 
and 10 engravings with small designs; the text beginning 
“The Argument,’ and ending “ Reason or the Ratio of all we 
have already known ts not the same that it shall be when we know 


more,’ russia gill, EXTREMELY RARE, L2mo-- a. a. 


BLAKE (WILLIAM) DESIGNS TO A SERIES OF BALLADS, written by 
William Hayley, Esq. and founded on Anecdotes relating to. 
Animals, drawn, engraved and published by William Blake, 
with the Ballads annexed by the Author’s permission. The 
Elephant. Ballad the First, 5 engravings, the frontispiece of 
Adam amongst the animals, the very first issue, half morocco, VERY 
RARE sm. 4to. Chichester, J. Seagrave, 1802 


BLAKE (WILLIAM) “ THE MARRIAGE OF HEAVEN AND HELL” [no 
enyprint|, text and designs on 27 plates, colowred, brown morocco, 
G6. 4to 


*,* ‘THE EXTREMELY RARE ORIGINAL ISSUE. Gilchrist calls this 


“the most daring in conception and gorgeous in illustration 
of all Blake’s works.” 


BLAKE (WILLIAM). Young (Edw.) The Complaint and The Con- 
solation, or NIGHT THOUGHTS, wlustrated with beautiful designs 
in the margins, A COLOURED Copy, half red morocco, t. e. g. others 
uncut folio. R. Edwards, 1797 


*,* A VERY BEAUTIFUL COPY, coloured by Blake’s own hand. 
Gilchrist says regarding it: “I have seen one copy of the 
Young, originally coloured for Mr. Butts [Blake’s great 
patron], now in the hands of Mr. Monckton Milnes . . forming 
a book of great beauty.” EXTREMELY RARE, if not unique in 
this state. 


BLAKE (WILLIAM). Blair (Rob.) The Grave, a Poem illustrated 
by twelve Etchings executed by L. Schiavonetti, from the 
Original Inventions of Wm. Blake, original issue, portrait and 
12 etchings, half morocco gilt, g. e. folio. LR. H. Cromek, 1808 


BLAKE (WILLIAM) “JERUSALEM, THE EMANATION OF THE GIANT 
ALBION, 1804, printed by W. Blake, Sth. Molton St.” 100 plates 
impressed on one side only in reddish brown, red morocco, g. e. 4to 


*,* THE EXTREMELY RARE ORIGINAL EDITION, and a PERFECT 
AND BEAUTIFUL Copy. Gilchrist, referring to this copy, says: 
“The beauty of the drawings varies much, according to the 

_ colour in which they are printed. One copy, possessed by 
Mr. Monckton Milnes, is so incomparably superior, from this 
cause, to any other I have seen, that no one could know the 
work properly without having examined this copy. It is 
printed in a warm, reddish brown, the exact colour of a very 
fine photograph,” &c. ONE OF THE FINEST PRODUCTIONS OF 
THE WONDERFUL ARTIST. 


4 SIZES MIXED 


16 BLAKE (WILLIAM) ORIGINAL INVENTIONS FOR MIL- 
TON’S L’ALLEGRO AND IL PENSEROSO; «@ series of 
Twelve beautiful Drawings in colours, “ W. Blake inv.” (64 by 
5 in.) with teat of the Poem, and caplanations of the designs in 
MS. mounted in a folio volume, bound in russia extra, joints, g. é. 
lettered on side 
*.* These beautiful designs of the great artist-poet are not men- 
tioned in Gilchrist’s Life (first edition), and are believed to be 
unpublished. 


17 BLAKE (WILLIAM) “ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE BOOK 
OF JOB, invented and engraved by William Blake, 1825. 
London, published as the Act directs, March 8, 1825, by William 
Blake, No. 3, Fountain Court, Strand”; 22 engravings, BRIL- 
LIANT ORIGINAL PROOF IMPRESSIONS ON INDIA PAPER, printed 
on large paper; and the 21 ORIGINAL DESIGNS IN 
COLOURS, mounted on thick paper; with the ORIGINAL 
DRAWING OF THE PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST in colours by 
himself ; bound in purple morocco extra fol. 

*,* THESE MAGNIFICENT DESIGNS of the great artist-poet are thus 
noticed by Gilchrist :—“ One of the last, if not the very last, 
works bought by Mr. Butts of Blake, was the original series 
of water-colour drawings or Inventions from the Book of 
Job, the longest and most important series executed since The 
Grave in 1805 ; still loftier in theme, nobler in achievement, 
most original and characteristic of all his productions. This 
set of drawings to Job has passed from Mr. Butts’ son into the 
possession of Mr. Monckton Milnes.” 


18 BLAke (WititAm) Engravings ; ‘‘The Ancient of Days” (from 
‘“Kurope”), proof; A plate from ‘“ Europe,” in drab; An 
Allegorical Subject of a Giant with a nude female figure, in 
colours ; A plate from “ The Gates of Paradise,” ‘ I found him 
beneath a tree,” 1793; “There is no Natural Religion” (title 
page) ; Death on a White Horse, engraved by Perry ; and two 
photographs from The Grave (8) 


END OF SALE. 





DRYDEN PRESS: J. DAVY AND SONS, 137, LONG ACRE, LONDON, W.C. 
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